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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 


To the Governor, 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Sir: 


First, on behalf of the Library Board, I extend a word of appreciation to you 
and the other members of the Executive Council for your cooperation and assist- 
ance in providing funds for our capital improvements. These improvements were 
of vital importance and a necessity in our plan to make the base of our operations 
an efficient facility from which we propose to give the citizens of Iowa the very 
best in library services. 


We can assure you that never in the history of Iowa has library development 
expanded to the extent that it has during the 1955-57 and 1957-59 bienniums. These 
accomplishments have been achieved due to several factors, namely: 


1. Increased efficiencies due to reorganization and capital improvements in the 
base library. 


2. The addition of talented library personnel to the staff. 
3. Availability of funds granted under provisions of the Library Services Act. 


4. Recognition of the need for improved library service in the smaller libraries 
throughout the state. This, supplemented with an eagerness and desire on 
the part of the citizenry to cooperate, has brought about a propitious response 
to the challenge our state-wide plan offers. 


We are pleased to report that four field offices have been established. We also 
recognize that at least three more are vitally needed if we are to extend library serv- 
ices uniformly throughout the state. These offices, when directed by efficient person- 
nel, have been astoundingly successful and have performed a great service at the 
local level. 


I am pleased to offer you this very favorable report of our activities and for- 
ward looking plan. We recognize that there is still much work to be accomplished 
but we approach it with diligence and eagerness. We realize that there are areas 
of service which need to be expanded and broadened, To accomplish this, other than 
to give token coverage, additional state appropriations will be necessary. However, 
we are operating under a long range plan based on the premise that good sound 
library service must be available to all of the citizens of this great state. 


Respectfully submitted, 

D. R. Schaal, Chairman 
Board of Trustees 

Iowa State Traveling Library 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 
of the 
IOWA STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY 


Des Moines, July 1, 1960 


To the Library Board: 


The following report of the Iowa State Traveling Library for the biennium 
July 1, 1957-June 30, 1959 is respectfully submitted for your consideration. 


Library Board 


Mrs. Orville Harris resigned from the Board on April 11, 1958 and was replaced 
by Mrs. Harry Stanwood of Des Moines in August 1958 for a term ending June 
30, 1962. Mrs. Stanwood died September 22, 1958. No appointment was made by the 
end of the biennium. 


Administration and Financial Report 


This is the second biennial report of the Iowa State Traveling Library under the 
control of the new board established by Chapter 303, Code Section 16-23 passed in 
the Fifty-Sixth General Assembly. 


At its first quarterly meeting of the fiscal year 1960-1961, the Board changed 
its biennium report from the even years to the odd years so that its reporting years 
would coincide with the biennium of the General Assembly and the State Budget 
control. This makes it necessary to make another biennial report in 1961 so that the 
last year of each biennial report is always the immediate past fiscal year. 


The financial record shown in Table I at the close of this report, again reveals 
a lack of State library appropriations to match fully the federal funds provided in 
the Library Services Act. Some of this gap was taken up by matching expenditures 
made by the Executive Council and the Buildings and Grounds Department for 
physical improvements, supplies and equipment for the Library. This is, of course, 
a temporary solution which will stop when all major physical improvements have 
been completed. A minimum annual library appropriation of $140,000 is needed for 
lowa to match its full federal fund allotment. As can be seen in Table I, Iowa had an 
annual library appropriation of $62,820 for the biennium 1957-1959. In January of 
1959, an annual appropriation of $69,100 for the biennium 1959-1961 made by the 
Forty-Eighth General Assembly was still below the minimum $140,000 library 


appropriation needed for matching purposes. 


Attention should be directed to the fact that Federal Funds became available 
for the first time in February 1957. Prior to that time the library operated on a 
starvation budget. Since the federal funds became available it was necessary during 
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the biennium to use them to support the library due to totally inadequate state ap- 
propriations. As Table I shows, during the biennium the state appropriation was 
$125,733.02 and the federal funds expended was $208,455.58. In other words, 60% 
federal, 40% state (exclusive of non-recurring other state expenditures). 


A further study of Table I in the salary expenditures category shows the use of 
federal funds for salaries. This is not good. A long-range personnel plan must 
depend upon a staff built for permanence with a sound State library appropriation. 
A loss of federal funds for salaries would mean the loss of 19 vitally important 
staff members including professional librarians as well as essential typists, secretaries 
and clerks. For example, there would be no professional assistant reference librarian, 
no secretary for the Head of Extension, etc. 


Library Resources and Technical Processes 


Books and related materials of a more substantial quality have been addeuJ to the 
collection, enabling the service departments to use less ephemeral materials. The 
program of indefinite deposit of basic collections of reference books in qualifying 
libraries has been a major part of book purchases. These collections have been basic 
and expensive books which have greatly increased the strength of local public 
library collections. As a consequence of strengthening resources locally available, 
the Iowa State Traveling Library has been able to concentrate on important expensive 
titles which local libraries would not be justified in purchasing. Such substantial 
materials are thus available to everyone in the state at economical costs. 


The acquisition of phonodiscs was a new service begun during the biennium. 
The small library cannot afford such purchases yet by drawing on a central collection 
the best in recorded music and spoken records is being widely used. 


The Iowa collection is receiving especial attention and is growing satisfactorily. 
Much remains however to bring this collection up to the quality the state has a right 


to expect. 


The reverse side of the “coin of acquisition” is that of discarding out-of-date 
books which are frequently dangerously misleading in content. As time and staff 
permit the collection is being systematically reviewed and such material withdrawn. 


There are certain identified weaknesses in the holdings of the library. As an 
example, material to support the needs of the various state departments must be 
acquired. Funds for such acquisitions are definitely a responsibility of state appropri- 
ations, not of federal funds. State appropriations for this purpose have been in- 
adequate to do more than put into operation a token acquisition program. In fact, 
the state appropriation allowed a budget for books which barely met the costs of 
the necessary magazine subscriptions. 


The technical processes division functioned without a head of the division during 
the period. In spite of this the catalog department produced a satisfactory amount 
of work. In addition to the data set out in Table II the department processed all 
of the reference collections sent out to the libraries, cataloged the collections in 
several local libraries, interfiled two separate shelflists and the two separate public 
catalogs, and supervised the interfiling of two separate book collections along with 
shifting the entire book collection. 
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Reference and Circulation 


The Reference and Circulation Division is currently being referred to as lowa’s 
Reference Shelf. During the biennium, 19,453 books, magazines and pamphlets were 
mailed from the Reference Division to public libraries, clubs, schools and individuals. 


At the Reference and Circulation desk 22,488 books, magazines, etc., have been 
loaned. Of these, 11,357 or 53° were to departments of our state government. Twe 
examples: 50 books, documents and magazine articles on Atomic Power and Its 
Affect on Iowa; materials, including technical magazines obtained by the library from 
dairy experts, on Economic Problems of the Dairy Industry in Iowa, both loaned to 
an executive branch of our state government. 


At the Reference desk and by phone, 4,140 reference requests and questions were 
answered. Of these, 1,238 were to state departments. Included was intensive service 
to Legislators and specialized state departments serving the Legislature during its 


session. 


Certain specialized services to state departments were provided over and above 
loans of material and reference. For an example, a selected list of 134 books on 
Conservation in Iowa and the Nation was prepared for a state department and 
distributed by that department to its personnel in the field over the entire state. 


This Division is engaged in building and improving its broad collection of materials 
on Iowa and on Iowa history. This is necessary to fill the requests for services to 
meet the needs of our state departments and state-wide demands. 


Extension Division 


The overall objective for the extension and improvement of library service to 
every Iowan is a state-wide development of cooperative library systems with the Iowa 
State Traveling Library fulfilling its functions at the top of the system. 


The overall plans for the extension and improvement of library service are as 
follows: 


To strengthen the State Traveling Library for better extension service; 
To improve all aspects of Service in existing libraries; 


To establish systems of libraries in regions using federal, state, and local funds. 


To Strengthen the State Library: Books and related materials together with 
competent librarians are the heart of “better extension service.” As has already 
been mentioned earlier in this report large numbers of books, phonodiscs, and some 
films have strengthened the resources of the Iowa State Traveling Library. Public 
libraries can now call on this Library for the important questions of facts as well as 
for basic standard books. 


One hundred and sixteen thousand dollars for books has made possible a revitalized 
book collection. The use of the Iowa State Traveling Library by public libraries to 
supplement their resources to enable them to serve as the cultural centers of their 
local communities has increased from 84,304 in 1954-1956 to 104,473 in 1957-59. 


This increase in service is due to the fact that many public libraries discovered 
that their needs which were formerly inadequately met with outdated and worn books 
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in 1954-1956 could now be more adequately satisfied with fresh up-to-date materials 
and to the fact that unusual important requests were more frequently satisfactorily 
answered. A budget of $11,369 was spent for books and related materials in 1954-1956 
as against $116,879 in 1957-1959, the latter being almost entirely from federal funds. 


The loan collections were better not only because they contained new titles and 
fresh rebound books but also because they were well selected by specialists who 
attempted to meet the needs of the individual library. 


To Improve Existing Libraries: As a part of the services to public libraries from 
the Iowa State Traveling Library, four field offices have been established. They are 
located in Cedar Falls, Mason City, Jefferson and Cherokee where professional library 
directors of the offices are in close contact with libraries, library boards and civic 
groups. Table III gives a factual report on the field services. 


TABLE Ill 
Field Extension Work 
1957 - 1959 
Type 

1957-58 1958-59 Total 
Peemal Beard Meeting ..................-.........0sse:c.s--scsceeesscessecessceceeees 10 20 30 
Director .......... sla alicia icbadaplicipaiahiheabiepiitieamintiicisptininis aoa 10 20 30 
cic lnndenbubentindinaaiionineiaiie 31 15 46 
sie cial nes tircenlageutdibanmnenbtaiions — 69 69 
PRP eee eee eee Oe Tee TEE TIE ore ee vert 41 104 145 


Consultations with Librarians, Boards 


a a Na loll 86 30 116 
RT COE aN ees aa 15 15 30 
I ts tsenisibninbnonseetimenciinneti — 101 101 
a ions 101 146 247 
Oe Ge eS pee Eee ee are 68 30 116 
I dla delcinsices bia ane 45 123 168 
I tac nadiliadalewaaiellan 35 35 70 


As a result of field services to the public libraries of the state, 247 libraries and 
boards have consulted with the Iowa State Traveling Library Field staff, 116 libraries 
have been weéded, 168 have been cataloged, 70 evaluated and 145 boards have worked 
out library policies with professional assistance. 
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The field staff, librarians and board members recognized the need for a yard 
stick to evaluate and improve the 423 public libraries in the State. The minimum 
lowa Public Library Standards were approved by the State Board in late 1958 and by 
June 30, 1959, eighty-five libraries had met them. 


The Standards improve library services with a $200 to $400 reference collection. 
The size of the collection depends on the willingness of library boards to include its 
shopping areas in a cooperative library tax unit. 


To Establish Systems of Libraries: Fifty-two small town libraries have extended 
services to surrounding townships forming small cooperative library tax units. 
Remarkable progress is being made in the establishment of larger units of cooperative 
library service. The Eastern Area Cooperative involves 17 town libraries and four 
townships, with expectation of extensive growth. 


In the Jefferson Area 10 small town libraries formed a voluntary cooperative 
book exchange which is working toward a formal cooperative contractual arrangement. 


In the Mason City area the Mason City Public Library serving Cerro Gordo County 
has crossed its county lines and a cooperative of four to six counties is in the early 
stages of development. 


These cooperatives are developing rapidly because the libraries have found that 
more books are available through a pooling of book funds than through individual 
library buying and because professional field staff members are available for help 
in the development of new improved services. 


The State Plan for improving libraries and extending service to the approximately 
900,000 Iowans now without library service calls for the development in other areas 
of the state of plans similar to those mentioned above. 


Promoting Reading With Library Services Growth: Iowans were interested in 
reading programs in the 1957-1959 biennium. The 423 public libraries in the state 
are spread over the state in a sufficiently even pattern to meet the state-wide reading 
needs provided they extend their services on a tax basis to surrounding areas, Even 
the smallest libraries are supplying books where they are using the inter-library loan 
facilities of the Iowa State Traveling Library and (or) sharing in a cooperative loan 
project. 


The Director and Assistant Director were invited to work out reading and library 
programs with the Iowa State University Extension Services “Challenge to lowa” 
program; the 4-H Clubs “Boys and Girls Reading List”; the Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs Council planning meetings for cultural activities; the lowa Federation 
of Women’s Clubs Fine Arts Festival. Library consultant service was given to the 
Iowa Congress of Parents and Teachers; Iowa Council for Community Improvement 
“Making Life More Enjoyable” program; Iowa Farm Bureau Federation “Reading” 
programs; Iowa State Fair exhibit of books, films, and phonodiscs; Iowa Christian 
Rural Institute exhibit of books and films on “Christ in Art”. 


The Director, as president of the Iowa Adult Education Association, worked 
toward coordination of adult education activities in Iowa, and last but not least, the 
Assistant Director, as a member of the Golden Anniversary White House Conference 
on Children and Youth, helped prepare Iowa’s report for this Conference and partici- 
pated in the conference in Washington. 


The cause for state-wide reading and library development was well on its way as 
increasingly major organizations on the state and local levels called on its state 
library for guidance and assistance. 
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Goals 


In brief the lowa State Traveling Library is growing in the resources of books 
and staff; is giving better service to state departments, public libraries, organizations, 
schools and individuals; is developing a state-wide extension program; is assisting 
in the improvement of public library service through standards, field services and 
books and is guiding state-wide reading and library programs. 


At this critical point in the revitalized development of libraries in Iowa it is 
incumbent that: 


(1) State appropriations for the lowa State Traveling Library are adequate for 
all its operational costs so that federal funds can be used for books and services out 


in the state. 


(2) Sufficient state funds are available for matching in full the federal funds 
available to Iowa. 


(3) The broad state-wide program to bring library service at the local level to 
all citizens of Iowa be continued. Approximately 900,000 people are now without 
legal access to public libraries. 


(4) The intensive program to strengthen the quality of local library service by 
improving the book collections, extending the hours of opening, etc., be continued. 


(5) And a vigorous effort be made to improve the personnel serving local 
libraries by training workshops. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ernestine Grafton, Director 
and Secretary of the Board 


TABLE | 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
July 1, 1957-— June 30, 1959 


RECEIPTS 
State Appropriation and Balance Brought Forward..... we $125,733.02 
Executive Council for Supplies and Equipment.....................00..-.2000-.00--.-.eee.. 19,365.90 
Buildings and Grounds for Supplies and Maintenance................................ aioe 13,188.81 
Special Appropriations for Capital Improvements. ...........00..0..0.......00000.cceeeeeenee 12,499.85 
RN I I ise cheiscancanisnmsecdxninncees een eteeeceredneinieescemsa sesesereeneeseeeee9 10,787.58 
BI III sicissnisictentorionisictanics seidiipysieleeb Rbehtvinlecnsidietaaitssdiantshalesetaicdoeminniaeimeststsieal aan 
I I gc ceceretcneshctenhece EEE Fee eee re eee eT ee OLR ERTS PI $379,243.43 
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TABLE Il 
IOWA STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY 


Des Moines, Iowa 


Date of Establishment 1838 
Free to All Citizens of Iowa 


July 1, 1957 — June 30, 1959 
Number of Days Open Annually: 252 Hours Open Each Week: 42% 
Number of Staff: 32 


Number of New Titles Added..... 10,456 Number of Books and 
Number of Volumes Added.... ..--B2,002 Periodicals Bound...................... . 2781 
Number of Phonodises Added........ 1,915 Number of Verifax Copies Made.... 6,415 


Number of Films Added.................. 75 





Number of Volumes Loaned Showing Various Uses: 


Extension Division to: 


Public Libraries ............. ENE Pa P NS So la Maa SS eet ae Le 
SSSIRSESER SNARE ESS 5 ea eee ee See Pee ea 81,725 
Clubs with Reading Programs .................. TREE HEL ene = es 
Other Organizations ..... — ae Lea et 13,591 
Individuals ...... a a oe ee ee 7 Ps 22,844 

a a all ap cenibnalaiomienis Seem Neat oe ...-- 200,720 


Se Se Rca at Oe oe a ne 19,453 

At Desk (State Officials — 11,357)..........00.0...c cece ccceeeeeeeeeee 22,488 
Ses fi ied eli hae i tating cic inneiiembetaipetiadabdaenitiatiannsncil 41,941 
EGE IER Ee nS TT 2,813 
IT seticdabctoch cess nietscesincieearintchoaparneesioniacaeati iataialschlaetighginendbina ph beeesmnanatine hieiibccenadbcannannseat asain 142 
LE Re ae eee ee aR ee ST EET. 278,621 
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lowa State Traveling Library Has Films 
In Selected Subjects 


Films on books, reading, libraries, and certain fine arts are available to libraries 
for the use of groups. Projection equipment may be borrowed from the regional field 
representative offices by libraries for organizations that are having study programs. 


Films may be borrowed for specific bookings. Bookings may be made in advance. 


The following list contains the holdings of the Iowa State Traveling Library at 
this time. 


I: CRN a assis deiceaseaensenannennmnbanenel Black and White.......................... 17 ~=—— min. 
Alaska: A Modern Frontier.................................. are ee 11 = min. 
Art and Life in Italy .......... ss cihshedeemaadadiaenniamdadandl IR IESERSESES SEE See ear vane een ener 11 = min. 
Art in the Western World............................22.0---- FSET ena 30 = min. 
Bach: Toccata & Fugue 

(Background for Bach).............................-:s--0- EE ES Pe —— 
I” i” a ene ES ATT SRP 11% min. 
Beethoven and His Music............................--....---- a ae 13% min, 
Beginning Responsibility: 

Books and Their Care.......... ee ee ae ARSE Sir eerie eee sneer ree mn et 11 = min. 
Beginnings: Uhleling, Librarian.......................... Black and white.......................... 
Better Reading............. sebetnbedechaisiuasclikddad’saetitamabecdsiam | ee 13.—s min. 
Ne ee ee Black and White.......................... 18 = min. 
Books and People: The Wealth Within.............. CA ee Serene 14. min. 
sf eee ener ee | EER eerste 29 = min. 
Choosing Books to Read.........................cceecceeeeee ESE Y ER  er 10 = min. 
I el ERPS IEEE ST eer Oe ioniis 14. min. 
Christmas on Grandfather’s Farm...................... ESSE oer sane 13% min. 
EF CC — 20 =min. 
Communication in the Modern Worlld.................. iia isieanbsinteannanidl 11 min. 
Conducting a Meeting............................ccssssscssessees Black and White.......................... 11 = min. 
Cooper, James Fenimore. ...................ccccccceemceeeeee Black and White.......................... 17 = min. 
Cuckoo Clock That Wouldn’t Cuckoo.................. CRE re 11 = min. 
Dickens, Charles, Christmas................000000000....... ce piney are 22 =min, 
Discovering the Library......................0.......0.0.000 cio cacelimintadiiominisaath — 
A Eee Eee ee ere 11% min. 
I a eieieaimeeemial Black and White.......................... 17 = min, 
I MD III... ss cc ucesn sh chesonssdimatsesiannainbuanmatead Black and White.......................... 11 =min. 
Golden Age........... a ae Black and White......................... 27 ~=min. 
EET OTE Black and White.......................... 20 = min. 
eee ee ea ey ae —_ Sas ciiadnicemeies 10 = min. 
Handel and His Music...............0....00..00.cccccccccceeseee | Ee oon oe 13% min. 
EE ae — ERSN GERD eeareseseannonnew ee 11 = min. 
TES EEE | FABERGE reenter arene, 23s min. 
High School Reading Training............................ (14 films) 
How Effective Is Your Reading.......................... EES eee ere ener 11 = min. 
How to Conduct a Discussion................................ Black and White.......................... 25 min. 
gD ae ESET 10 = min. 
TE 14. min. 
8 ee EE Eee Ee oatmeal 13% min. 
Impressionable Yoars..........................-.ccss-cscoscsceseee Black and White......................... 30 = min. 








i a 10 
I aia is at ik aneesesena Black and White.......................... 11 
It’s Fun to Read Books............0.00000..00.0000.2..--2eeee. ee Se er 11 
| ER Co eee ne. Black and White.......................... 10 
Keys to the Library................. sdaciiatidetiatiaidbcedanen (SEND ee ee 14 
King Midas and the Golden Touch...................... ee eRe 11 
a i re icchinlsnitieeesbinainiaginnll gE eee 10 
I nat oie pusncnmanaall Black and White.......................... 11 
The Library: Family Affair............................... Black and White.......................... 21 
I a scsdeirncneannnionmetalall eC iiccc 13 
Library of Congress............................cccccccesseeceeeees Black and White......................... 21 
Liprary Organinntion...........................-cccscccsocececceed ESP See ee ere 11 
EEE TST EL aA TERT SITY \csiteitsiicchiincetsiaialinatiapnscieisibtcieindsie 15 
I al smeeeell cere 21 
I Cay Re omer meres 13% 
Look It Up! (Dictionary Habits) ..............0........ LEE ae eae 11 
A oh cccentssnasscesicnmescnsanhons Black and White.......................... 11 
Make Way For Ducklings.......................00000000....... Black and White.......................... 11 
ELT eae Black and White.......................... 10 
EEE nee ee Paneer DON ee REET Black and White.......................... 14 
Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel................ Black and White.......................... 11 
REARS PONY eee Black and White.......................... 
Beeiern TLatemremher...............<.........:0cccccceceeceececeees Black and White.......................... 11 
Mother Goose Stories...................000000ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeee Black and White.......................... 11 
ne CE I C ..scutierseiiinbiatneteinanitionil EERE EE OE 13% 
Naupaka (Hawaiian Legend and Song))............ ERE eT CE 
ee ee EEC ee 14 
Not By Books Alone.................000...0c0cccccccccceeeeeeeeeeee i 22 
Organizing Discussion Groups.............................. Black and White................00000..... 21 
| a a AS (gee Rae et eRe ee 27 
EE ee a eR: a ia inilics ...83 
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provision of two scholarships annually with Library Services Act funds to 
qualifying applicants to attend library schools accredited by the American 
Library Association. The amount of the scholarships will be between $1500 
and $2000 each depending upon the tuition and other costs of the institution 
chosen by the applicant. The amount of the grant will be determined by the 
Board. 


THE APPLICANTS MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS: 


in. 

in. 

n. 

n. LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR IOWANS 

“4 UNDER THE LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 

1 

The Iowa State Traveling Library Board of Trustees has approved the 


( 1) must be a resident citizen of Iowa 
( 2) must be a graduate of a four year college 
( 3) must be physically able to perform all types of library work 


( 4) must present evidence of acceptance for admission to a library school 
accredited by the American Library Association 


(5) must be willing to submit to a written examination or oral interview by 
the Board 


( 6) must submit application for the scholarship at least two months prior to 
entering library school 


( 7) must sign a statement agreeing to return to Iowa for service with the 
Iowa State Traveling Library or to a position of rural library extension 
service for two years after graduation from library schvol 


( 8) must sign a statement agreeing to repay the amount of the scholarship 
if applicant fails to graduate from the library school within a twelve 
months period of attendance 


( 9) must submit written application on forms provided by the Director of 
the Iowa State Traveling Library 


(10) must submit written acceptance of scholarship on forms provided by the 
Director of the Iowa State Traveling Library. 


All requests for information and application forms should be addressed to: 


Ernestine Grafton, Director 
Iowa State Traveling Library 
Scholarship Program 
Historical Building 

Des Moines 19, Iowa 
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